
 SOCIAL STUIDES 

 
The North Carolina Social Studies Essential Standards offer a sound, thoughtful, and defensible curricular framework 
that is designed to enable all students at all grade levels to acquire the essential knowledge, understanding, and skills 
needed to be informed, active citizens in the 21st century. The five organizational strands of the social studies program: 
history, geography, civics and government, economics and financial literacy, and culture are addressed with increasing 
rigor and relevance at each grade level. Underlying these strands is the belief that all students should understand social 
studies and develop civic efficacy. Students should also acquire and perfect knowledge, understanding, and skills of 
individual and group inquiry and examine a broad range of peoples and cultures. From social studies students gain the 
attitudes and values that enable them to be effective problem‐solvers, good decision‐makers, and wise planners. As a 
result of an effective social studies education, they are prepared to deal with present, recurring, and unforeseen 
problems at the local, state, national, and global levels. 

The Social Studies Essential Standards emphasizes the following strands as a framework for social studies at every level: 
 

• Individual identity and development • Geographic relationships 

• Cultures and diversity • Economics and development 

• Government and active citizenship • Global connections 

• Historic perspectives • Technological influences and society 

All students will need four social studies credits for graduation. Students who entered high school in the 2014-15 school 
year and later are required to earn a credit in World History, American History, American History: Founding Principles 
Civics and Economics or Founding Principles of the United States of America and North Carolina: Civic Literacy and 1 other 
Social Studies credit. Students entering high school in the 2020-21 school year are required to earn a credit in World 
History, American History, Founding Principals of the United States of America and North Carolina: Civic Literacy and 
Economics and Personal Finance. AP United States History may be substituted for American History and AP World History 
may be substituted for World History. 

 
AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES HONORS 
Course Code: 46025X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: SBHS Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: World History, American History  
American    Indian    Studies    introduces    students    to   the 
exploration of the rich and diverse history and culture of 
American Indian societies. Students will learn about the 
histories, cultures, legacies and achievements of American 
Indians from prehistoric to present-day. The course will 
emphasize interactions between and within American Indian 
groups as well as with the government of the United States. 
Issues of policy, law, economic and cultural change as well as 
shared beliefs concerning human-environment interaction 
will be taught. Students will immerse themselves in some of 
America's oldest continuous societies and cultures. The many 
American Indian groups of North Carolina will be a focus of 
instructional   content,   however   the   course   will   expose 
students to all American Indian societies and tribes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AMERICAN HISTORY   

Course Code: 43112X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: All High Schools Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

AMERICAN HISTORY -HONORS  
Course Code: 43115X0C 
American History  is a survey course providing a foundation 
to understand our nation’s past and present, the American 
History course begins with the end of the French and Indian 
War in 1763 and continues through the most recent 
presidential election. This course will explore the overarching 
themes, trends, and concepts of our nation’s history, 
including the development and evolution of the American 
system of government, the patterns and impact of migration 
and immigration, cultural development through the arts and 
technological innovations, relationships with foreign nations, 
and the role of both the individual and diverse groups in 
building the American story. Rooted in Inquiry-based skills, 
students will trace American development while learning to 
craft compelling questions, synthesize and evaluate evidence, 
develop claims, communicate ideas, and take informed 
action. As well-rounded, productive citizens, the students will 
leave the American History course with both the knowledge 
and the skills to engage with the modern world by recognizing 
contemporary patterns and connections. 

 
 
 



 SOCIAL STUDIES  

AMERICAN HISTORY I  

Course Code: 43042X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: All High Schools Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

AMERICAN HISTORY I-HONORS  
Course Code: 43045X0C 
American History I: The Founding Principles will begin with 
the European exploration of the new world through 
Reconstruction. Students will examine the historical and 
intellectual origins of the United States from European 
exploration and colonial settlement to the Revolutionary and 
Constitutional eras. Students will learn about the important 
political and economic factors that contributed to the 
development of colonial America and the outbreak of the 
American Revolution as well as the consequences of the 
Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U.S. 
Constitution. American History I: The Founding Principles will 
guide students as they study the establishment of political 
parties, America’s westward expansion, the growth of 
sectional conflict, how that sectional conflict led to the Civil 
War, and the consequences of the Civil War, including 
Reconstruction. 

 
AMERICAN HISTORY II  

Course Code: 43052X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: All High Schools Grade(s): 11,12 

Prerequisite: American History  

AMERICAN HISTORY II-HONORS 
Course Code: 43055X0C 
The  Founding  Principles  will  guide  students  from  the late 
nineteenth century time period through the early 21st 
century. Students will examine the political, economic, social 
and cultural development of the United States from the end 
of the Reconstruction era to present times. The essential 
standards of American History II: The Founding Principles will 
trace the change in the ethnic composition of American 
society; the movement toward equal rights for racial 
minorities and women; and the role of the United States as a 
major world power. An emphasis is placed on the expanding 
role of the federal government and federal courts as well as 
the continuing tension between the individual and the state. 
The desired outcome of this course is for students to develop 
an understanding of the cause-and-effect relationship 
between past and present events, recognize patterns of 
interactions, and understand the impact of events on the 
United States in an interconnected world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY: THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES, 
CIVICS AND ECONOMICS 
Course Code: 42092X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: All High Schools Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

AMERICAN HISTORY: THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES, 
CIVICS AND ECONOMICS-HONORS 
Course Code: 42095X0C 
Formerly known as Civics and Economics, American  History: 
The Founding Principles, Civics and Economics provides a 
framework for understanding the basic tenets of American 
democracy, practices of American government as established 
by the United States Constitution, basic concepts of American 
politics and citizenship and concepts in macro and micro 
economics and personal finance. The essential standards are 
organized  under  three  strands  –  Civics  and  Government, 
Personal Financial Literacy and Economics. The Civics and 
Government strand develops students’ increased 
understanding of constitutional democracy and the 
fundamental principles and values upon which they are 
founded, the skills necessary to participate as effective and 
responsible citizens and the knowledge of how to use 
democratic procedures for making decisions and managing 
conflict. The Economic and Personal Financial Literacy strands 
provide students with an understanding of the role economic 
factors play in making economic decisions, the ability to 
reason logically about key economic issues and manage 
personal financial resources effectively for lifetime financial 
security. 

 
COLD WAR  
Course Code: 43062X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: SWHS Grade(s): 11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

COLD WAR-HONORS 
Course Code:43065X0C 
Our current world—its people and societies—is in many ways 
a product of the Cold War. Modern global relations involving 
the United States and other countries, regions, and networks 
such as Iran, North Korea, Afghanistan, Iraq, Latin America, 
and Al Qaeda all have connections to the Cold War. 
Subsequently, the direct and indirect battles associated with 
this post World War II ideological conflict with the former 
Soviet Union have had lasting effects on our nation, our 
relationships with other people, and the world. The relevant 
lessons of the Cold War would help promote 
informed judgments by contemporary American citizens.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 SOCIAL STUDIES  

 
EUROPEAN HISTORY-ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Course Code: 4A017X0CAP Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: SBHS Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: World History  

In  AP  European  History students  will  analyze  primary and 
secondary sources, develop historical arguments, make 
historical comparisons and utilize reasoning about change 
over time to investigate four historical periods from 
approximately 1450 to the present: Renaissance and 
Reformation; Colonization and the Napoleonic Wars; 
European Imperialism and Nationalism; Global Wars, 
decolonization, and the European Union. The course will 
explore themes such as the interaction of Europe and the 
World and poverty and prosperity that encourage students to 
make    connections    among    historical    developments   in 
different times and places. 

 

 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY-ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Course Code: 4A027X0CAP Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at:  RHS Grade(s): 10,11,12 

Prerequisite: None 

AP Human Geography introduces high school students to 
college-level introductory human geography or cultural 
geography. The content is presented thematically rather than 
regionally and is organized around the discipline’s main 
subfields: economic geography, cultural geography, political 
geography, and urban geography. The approach is spatial and 
problem oriented. Case studies are drawn from all world 
regions, with an emphasis on understanding the world in 
which we live today. Historical information serves to enrich 
analysis of the impacts of phenomena such as globalization, 
colonialism, and human–environment relationships on 
places, regions, cultural landscapes, and patterns of 
interaction.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ECONOMICS & PERSONAL FINANCE 
Course Code: 43192X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at:  All High Schools Grade(s):  11,12 
Prerequisite: None  
ECONOMICS & PERSONAL FINANCE-HONORS 
Course Code: 43195X0C 
The Economic and Personal Finance course shall provide 
instruction on economic principles and shall provide personal 
financial literacy instruction that shall include the following: 
the true cost of credit, choosing and managing a credit card, 
borrowing money for an automobile or other large purchase, 
home mortgages, credit scoring and credit reports, planning 
and paying for postsecondary education and other relevant 
financial literacy issues. The EPF course supports the 
development of students who understand economic 
decisions, use money wisely, understand education and 
career choices, and understand how to be financially 
responsible citizens. Students should be provided with the 
agency, tools, and knowledge necessary to live in and 
contribute to a financially sound society. 

FOUNDING PRINCIPLES OF THE U.S. OF AMERICA AND 
NC: CIVIC LITERACY 
Course Code: 43182X0 Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at:  All High Schools Grade(s): 11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

FOUNDING PRINCIPLES OF THE U.S. OF AMERICA AND 
NC: CIVIC LITERACY- HONORS 
COURSE CODE: 43185X0 
Civic Literacy is the study and understanding of citizenship 
and government. Through the Inquiry-based C3 Framework, 
this one-semester course provides students with a sound 
understanding of civic life, politics, and government, including 
a short history of government’s foundation and development 
in the United States of America. Students learn how power 
and responsibility are shared and limited by the government, 
the impact American politics has on world affairs, law in the 
American constitutional system, and the rights that the 
American government guarantees its citizens. Students also 
examine how the world is organized politically and how to be 
an active participant in the American and global political 
systems. Students will study the foundations of American 
democracy and the origins of American government. The 
roles of political parties, campaigns & elections, public 
opinion, and the media will be analyzed to determine their 
effects on the individual and all who call the United States 
home. 
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PSYCHOLOGY-ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Course Code: 4A057X0CAP Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: DHS (12), NHS, RHS, 
SBHS, SWHS, WOHS 

Grade(s): 10,11,12 

Prerequisite: None  

The AP Psychology course is designed to  introduce students 
to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and other animals. 
Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, 
and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields 
within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and 
methods psychologists use in their science and practice. 
Topics include History and Approaches, Research Methods, 
Biological Bases of Behavior, Sensation and Perception, States 
of Consciousness, Learning, Cognition, Motivation and 
Emotion, Developmental Psychology, Personality, Testing and 
Individual Differences, Abnormal Behavior, Treatment of 
Abnormal Behavior, and Social Psychology.    Students taking 
this course are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement 
exam. 

 
PSYCHOLOGY-HONORS  

Course Code: 44035X0C  

Offered at: JHS, NHS, SWHS 
(Grade 11, 12), WOHS (Grade 11) 

Grade(s): 11, 12 

The  elective  course,  Psychology,  engages  students  in  the 
understanding, articulation, and dissemination of psychology 
as a science. Students are introduced to psychology, with a 
focus on the scientific study of human development, learning, 
motivation, and personality. The course emphasizes the 
empirical examination of behavior and mental processes and 
infuses perspectives fostering students' growth, 
development, and understanding of cultural diversity. 
Students of psychology acquire information from a variety of 
sources, use information as they make decisions and 
evaluations, and solve problems. The study of psychology 
enables students to recognize and cope with uncertainty and 
ambiguity in human behavior. 

 
SOCIOLOGY  

Course Code: 44002X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: NHS, WOHS Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

Sociology-Honors  
Course Code: 44005X0C 
This course is designed to give students the tools necessary to 
concentrate on the systematic study of human society and 
human interaction. Students will develop a sociological 
imagination in which they will observe the connections 
between their personal lives within society, as well as public 
policy issues. Using observation, the scientific method, and 
cross-cultural examination, students will discover how 
patterns of behavior  develop,  culture is learned, and  social 
predictions are made. 

 
 

 

 
TURNING POINTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY-HONORS 
Course Code: 43095X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: JHS, NHS, RHS, 
SBHS, SWHS, WOHS 

Grade(s): 10,11,12 

Prerequisite: None  

This  course  emphasizes  in  great  depth  10-15  key turning 
points in American History. These are “hinge” events in our 
nation’s history, caused by, and subsequently contributing to, 
major social, cultural, political, and/or economic events. The 
continuum of the turning point timeline should have “ripple 
effects” between each point. These turning points when 
considered chronologically should ultimately provide a 
narrative of United States history. A major element of each 
turning point should be an understanding of historical 
methods and the use of historical inquiry. Students should 
essentially become historians to better understand and 
appreciate the narrative of a people, a nation, and a world. 
(Possible Turning Points: 9/11, Roanoke Island/Jamestown 
Settlement, Salem Witch Trials, Proclamation of 1763, 
Election of 1800, Invention of the Cotton Gin, The 
Liberator/Nat Turner's Rebellion, The Mexican War, The 
Compromise of 1877, Chicago's World Fair, McKinley's 
Assassination, The 19th Amendment, The Scopes-Monkey 
Trial, The New Deal Coalition, The Little Rock 9, 1968, The Fall 
of the Berlin Wall). 

 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS- 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Course Code: 4A067X0CAP Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: NHS, RHS, SBHS, 
SWHS, WOHS, JHS 

Grade(s): 11,12 
 

Prerequisite: Civics & Economics or Civic Literacy  

Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics will 
provide students an intellectual foundation for observing, 
analyzing, and understanding national politics in the United 
States. Using primary and secondary source documents, as 
well as analysis of specific examples, students will examine 
and evaluate the institutions of American government, 
political parties and elections, mass media, political behavior, 
public policies, and the development of individual rights and 
liberties and their impact on citizens. The content of this 
course is the equivalent to that of an introductory college 
course in U.S. government and politics. Students taking this 
course are encouraged to take the Advanced 
Placement exam. 
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UNITED STATES HISTORY-ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Course Code: 4A077X0CAP Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: OECHS, NHS, RHS, 
SBHS, SWHS 

Grade(s): 10,11,12 

Prerequisite: Turning Points in American History-Honors – 
SBHS, SWHS, WOHS 
Recommendation: American History 
AP  US  History is a semester-long course. AP US  History is  a 
survey course covering American History from the Pre- 
Columbian period to the present. The class is taught in 
accordance with the College Board AP US curriculum 
framework, and is designed to prepare students for the AP US 
History Exam in May. The AP US History course focuses on the 
development of historical thinking skills (chronological 
reasoning, comparing and contextualizing, crafting historical 
arguments using historical evidence, and interpreting and 
synthesizing historical narrative) and an understanding of 
content learning objectives organized around seven themes, 
such as identity, peopling, and American in the world. The 
purpose of the course is to provide students with the analytic 
skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with 
the problems and materials in United States History. The AP 
United States History course will develop the skills necessary 
to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment 
and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively 
in essay format. Possible Summer Assignment. 

 
      WORLD HISTORY: Global issues and Patterns since    
    1200 

Course Code: 43032X0C Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: All High Schools Grade(s): 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

WORLD HISTORY-HONORS  
Course Code: 43035X0C 
World History is designed to be a study of nations, 
economies, events, and cultures of the many regions of the 
world, providing historical background for each area and 
details on language, religion, diplomacy, and economic, 
political, and social institutions. The course also explores 
underlying themes of: power and authority; change and 
continuity; human-environment interaction; globalization 
and cultural diffusion; and individual and group identity. This 
course seeks to move beyond the rote teaching of World 
History to the teaching of history in context to the world and 
global society in which students currently live and need to 
understand. With this in mind, it is important to note that 
this course is not designed to be a chronological study of 
history through periodization 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21st CENTURY GLOBAL GEOGRAPHY 

Course Code: 445052C0 Fee (if applicable): n/a 
Offered at: SWH Grade(s): 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None  

21st Century Geography-Honors  
Course Code: 45055X0 
This geography course will emphasize the increasing 
interconnectedness of Earth’s people due to globalization, as 
well as, the notion of “spatial variation”—how and why things 
differ from place to place both physically and culturally on the 
earth’s surface. Globalization is the ongoing process of 
increasing interconnectedness and interdependence among 
humankind. While its origins are debatable, this process has 
been significantly amplified with the onset of new 
communication technologies that have improved economic, 
political, social, cultural, historic, and geographic connections 
among individuals, groups, and nations. The mounting flow of 
goods, services, finances, ideas, and people across national 
and international borders has created a world ever more 
devoid of physical and political boundaries and 
dependent upon empathy and collaboration. Since the 
consequences of the process are not predetermined, an 
awareness of the positive or negative possibilities of these 
connections is paramount to individual improvement and the 
advancement of humanity.  

 


